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thought all property threatened formed a powerful coa-
lition, which was in fact managed entirely in the interest
of the landowners, and these, as we have seen when
treating of administrative justice, abused their power
beyond measure for the benefit of their partisans. As
a part of their plan they effected an organization of the
local administration which placed the control in their
own hands, and in spite of all movements for reform
the system they established lasted until the foundation
of the Empire.

At this time the late Professor Gneist, the great
historian of the English Parliament, prepared a memoir
on the subject of local government which was after-
wards published with some alterations under the title
" Die Kreis-Ordnung." He pointed out that the imi-
tations on the continent of the English parliamentary
system had in most cases been unsuccessful, because
the institutions which stood at the top of the British
form of government had alone been copied, while there
had been no attempt to adopt those which lay at the
base of the structure. He declared that the whole
English system rested on the organization of the local
bodies. In these the taxes were paid and the power
exercised by the upper and middle classes, which formed
in consequence a strong aristocracy, and became at the
same time the natural leaders of public opinion. The
result was harmony between all the classes, and the
development in each electoral community of a collec-
tive political conscience, producing there a continuous
Liberal or Conservative tendency, and in the nation
at large the permanence of party that is essential to